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Sophomore libero Madison Harpest gets low for the pass on Nov. 4, 2015.  The Cobras are ranked number one in the 
NJCAA.
Peter Floess
Staff  Writer
The nursing program at 
Parkland College offers 
a study aboard trip to 
Ecuador. The trip includes 
medical work in the capital 
of Quito and travel to a 
rain forest in the country. 
Michelle Spading, Dean of 
student affairs in the Health 
Professions Department 
says she hopes “students 
immerse themselves into a 
different culture and leave 
with a new appreciation 
and respect for how others 
live and do things.”  
She believes that to 
understand a country’s 
health care system, a 
person has to understand 
the people, their 
environment, and the 
culture of that place. This 
program is supposed to 
be an introduction to the 
Ecuadorian Health Care 
System.  
According to Spading, 
the deadline for the short 
application is Dec. 15 for the 
program in the summer of 
2016. She will also consider 
students who apply later. 
The program is linked 
with other community 
colleges, so it only takes 
four to six students from 
Parkland. The group has 
an interpreter who travels 
with them, but if a student 
does speak Spanish, 
they will have constant 
opportunities to speak 
Spanish and interpret for 
the rest of the group. 
Spading’s favorite place 
to take students is to a shop 
of a wheelchair builder. 
“He had polio as a child 
and uses braced crutches 
Scott  Barnes
Staff  Writer
Parkland College is an 
educational institution that 
prides itself on putting the 
student fi rst. A sense of 
community is a signifi cant 
component of the academic 
experience on campus 
and there is evidence of 
collaboration happening on 
many different levels, and the 
students who attend classes 
at Parkland benefi t from this 
sense of community. Adopting 
a comprehensive approach to 
education is something that is 
important to the faculty and 
staff members of Parkland. 
Dr. Brian Nudelman is the 
service learning coordinator 
as well as an instructor at 
Parkland. He explained that 
students tend to think of their 
education in terms of what 
courses they’re taking. He 
also said that students often 
think of the classes that they 
enroll in as separate entities. 
For example, a math class is a 
math class and a biology class 
is a biology class. Students 
may not think of the two 
separate fi elds of study as 
being interrelated. 
“I think that is not a good 
way to think about education,” 
Nudelman said. “I think 
everything is intertwined and 
the more often we can show 
that connection, by getting 
outside the classrooms and 
interacting with the various 
other programs or resources 
the college has, the better we 
represent reality.” 
Department Chair of 
Fine and Applied Arts, 
Julie Weishar agrees that 
this approach to teaching is 
benefi cial to students. 
“It benefi ts students in so 
many ways,” Weishar said. 
“Because they get to have 
this experience of connecting 
things, not just in one class, 
but across classes.” 
Not only does this 
interaction help students 
understand the totality 
of their education, it also 
reinforces the things they 
learn in the classroom. 
“Giving students an 
opportunity to collaborate 
with other courses allows 
them to put into practice what 
they learn in the classroom,” 
voice and diction instructor 
Sara Thiel said. 
Weishar explained that 
this sort of collaboration 
doesn’t just take place 
between programs in 
specifi c departments, it also 
occurs between different 
departments throughout the 
campus. 
“The interpersonal 
communication class 
partners with the ESL class 
to do kind of a coffee and 
conversation, and that’s one 
great example of how we 
do that,” Weishar said. “Our 
presentation center works 
with other faculty in other 
departments to help students 
with oral presentations they 
have to give.”
Weishar explained that 
instructors aren’t required 
to engage in this sort of 
partnering but it is often 
encouraged. Faculty 
members frequently share 
collaboration ideas and ask 
specifi c questions about 
how to enrich the learning 
experience for students 
during their usual meetings.
“How can we bring more 
people in? How can we get 
more people involved? How 
can we partner with others 
so students have a bigger 
benefi t?” Weishar said. 
Weishar explained that this 
collaborative approach to 
education may not be unique 
to Parkland, but it isn’t 
always part of the academic 
experience of larger 
institutions, especially those 
that are research based. She 
has had fi rsthand experience 
of teaching at a university 
level. 
“It’s not that teaching isn’t 
valued. It is, but it’s only one 
of the things in your portfolio. 
You also need to be doing 
research and, you know, 
publishing and those kinds 
of things as well. And that is 
not the focus of Parkland,” 
Weishar said. “At Parkland 
we look for ways that we can 
broaden a student’s horizon to 
give them more. Not just the 
theory but also a practical 
application of that theory as 
well.”  
Parkland College’s radio 
station, WPCD, is one of 
the many places in which 
students experience the 
practical aspect of their 
education. Radio Director 
Deane Geiken explained 
how the station provides that 
opportunity for students. 
“When I fi rst came 
Working together
 Photo courtesy of Eric Bailey | stocksnap.com
Parkland College’s educators go beyond teaching in their 
classrooms by collaborating with other programs and 
departments at the school in order to enrich the learning 
experience for students.
Photo courtesy of Amy 
Workman | Carle Hospital
(Left to right) Ruth Webb, 
Amy Workman, Michelle 
Spading and Tammy 
Kennett   participate in a 
nursing study abroad trip 
in Ecuador.
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Students lose MAP grant money
Britt any Webb
Staff  Writer
Students are starting to feel 
the effects of the delay in the 
decision of the state budget. 
Students were informed last 
week that the spring 2016 
MAP grants will be delayed 
until the state budget is 
passed.  
MAP (Monetary Award 
Program) grants are used for 
tuition and fees.  Recipients 
must be Illinois residents, 
have fi nancial need, be 
enrolled in a minimum of 3 
hours, not be in default on 
any student loan, not received 
a bachelor’s degree, among 
other requirements.  
“The loss of the MAP grant 
not only means that I won’t be 
able to take an extra class that 
I would’ve liked to sign up 
for, but I’ll also be struggling 
to pay for my books this 
semester,” said Brittany 
Rhed, a sophomore in general 
science at Parkland College.  
Parkland has not received 
any money from the state 
because of the budget 
stalemate, but they went 
ahead and funded the MAP 
grant for fall semester.  This 
amounted to about one million 
dollars, and the college could 
not fund it for the spring 
semester too, said Tim Wendt, 
director of Parkland’s Offi ce 
of Financial Aid.  
According to Wendt, 
scholarships are a great way 
to supplement the loss of the 
MAP grant.  
“We have over 70 available, 
and I know it doesn’t seem 
like a lot, but we always 
have scholarships that go 
un-awarded because students 
don’t apply for them,” Wendt 
said.
Scholarships often require 
an essay and letters of 
recommendation; features 
of which Wendt thinks 
discourage students from 
applying.  There is the writing 
lab located in the Center for 
Academic Success (D120), 
and scholarship advisors in 
the Financial Aid offi ce that 
can help students too.
“Once you log into 
My.Parkland, the computer 
knows who you are; your 
GPA, program of study and 
where you graduated high 
school,” Wendt said.  “There’s 
technically going to be more 
scholarships available to 
you if you are in a specifi ed 
program, but there are still 
scholarships out there for 
general studies.”
Cyndy White, part time 
assistant in the Financial 
Aid offi ce at Parkland, and 
an offi ce professional major, 
says it doesn’t make any 
sense students are losing the 
MAP grant when the state 
is complaining about the 
amount of student loan debt.  
“Taking away the MAP 
grant is just going to make it 
higher, it is not going to help 
the situation,” White said.  
As a single mom who went 
back to school later in life, 
White is not sure what she 
will do to make up for the loss 
in grant money.
“I’m going to have to take 
out student loans—more 
student loans than I already 
had to take out,” White said.  
Registering early is another 
way to ensure students are 
able to get into the classes 
they want, even with the loss 
of the MAP grant.  This lets 
the student know exactly how 
much they owe at the earliest 
time so they can fi gure out 
how much extra money they 
might need.
“The best thing I can say 
is get registered in your 
classes now and start looking 
for alternative sources if 
you’re really counting on [the 
MAP grant], and if you need 
to come see a fi nancial aid 
advisor, we are here,” Wendt 
said.  “You can email us, you 
can call us, or you can come 
in and see an advisor.”
Financial aid advisors have 
walk in hours from 9 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. and from 1:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.  Any student wishing 
to talk about the loss of the 
MAP grant or how to get more 
money for school should go in 
to talk to an advisor before 
tuition is due for continuing 
students on December 15.  
The offi ce of Financial and 
Veterans Services can be 
found in U-286 and can be 
reached by phone or email 
at 217-351-2222 or fi naid@
parkland.edu. 
Photo courtesy of Andrew Pons | stocksnap.com
The spring 2016 Monetary Award Program (MAP) grants will be delayed until the state 
budget is passed .  
Summer Ballentine
Jim Suhr 
Associated Press
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — When 
cotton balls were scattered outside the 
black culture center at the University 
of Missouri’s fl agship campus in 2010 
in a clear reference to slavery, two 
white students were arrested and 
expelled.
But there was no broader 
conversation about race anywhere 
at the school, where blacks were not 
allowed to enroll until 1950.
“To say we were livid is an 
understatement,” said black alumna 
Erika Brown, who graduated in 2007 
and 2012 and now lives in St. Louis. 
“It was just another example of them 
fi nding the offender and never going 
past that. There was never a larger 
discussion.”
Five years later, when another 
series of racially charged incidents 
stirred emotions in Columbia, 
students emboldened by last year’s 
protests in Ferguson took action, 
leading to Monday’s resignation of the 
university system’s president and the 
campus chancellor.
The race complaints came to a head 
last weekend, when at least 30 black 
football players announced they 
would not play until the president 
left. A graduate student went on a 
weeklong hunger strike.
Reuben Faloughi, a third-year 
doctoral student in psychology from 
Augusta, Georgia, who participated 
in the recent protests, said more 
needs to be done. But he said he felt 
“liberated” by the exodus of system 
President Tim Wolfe, a former 
business executive with no previous 
experience in academic leadership.
The activism, he said, is a nod to 
Ferguson, the St. Louis suburb about 
two hours from Columbia where 
Michael Brown, a black, unarmed 
18-year-old, was killed by a police 
offi cer. After the shooting, Faloughi 
took part in a “die-in” protest in 
Columbia, joining others in feigning 
death in Brown’s memory.
“That was the fi rst time I got 
involved in activism,” he said. “I 
never felt that unity before, that kind 
of energy. It was very empowering, 
and it planted the seeds that students 
can challenge things.”
Mike Sickels, a 32-year-old doctoral 
student from Glasgow, Kentucky, also 
credited Ferguson for inspiring the 
push for Columbia campus reforms. 
But he added: “This is something I 
wish had been happening here my 
entire tenure. I think universities 
should be bastions for this.”
A St. Louis County grand jury and 
the Department of Justice ultimately 
exonerated offi cer Darren Wilson 
in Brown’s death, concluding that 
evidence backed Wilson’s claim that 
he shot Brown in self-defense after 
Brown tried to grab the offi cer’s gun.
But months of Ferguson protests 
scored what activists considered 
victories, including the resignations 
of the predominantly black city’s 
police chief, city manager and 
municipal judge. A new state law 
also limits cities’ ability to profi t from 
traffi c tickets and court fi nes — a 
measure that followed the Justice 
Department’s fi ndings that Ferguson’s 
policing and municipal court system 
unfairly profi ted from minorities.
At the University of Missouri, black 
student groups had complained for 
months that Wolfe was unresponsive 
to racial slurs and other slights.
Wolfe, hired in 2011 as the top 
administrator of the system, and 
Chancellor R. Bowen Loftin, the 
top administrator for the Columbia 
campus, stepped down hours apart 
Monday.
Students who pressed for Wolfe’s 
ouster celebrated Monday. Critics 
considered him out of touch and 
insensitive. He said the university 
would draw up a plan to promote 
diversity and tolerance by April, a wait 
Ferguson protests inﬂ uence actions at U. of Missouri 
Photo by Matt  Hellman | Missourian via AP
Supporters gather after the announcement that University of Missouri 
System President Tim Wolfe would resign Monday, Nov. 9, 2015, in 
Columbia, Mo. Wolfe resigned Monday with the football team and others 
on campus in open revolt over his handling of racial tensions at the school. 
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Toys have best year in a decade
Matthew Moss
Staff Writer
Sarah Powers is one 
of The Prospectus’ two 
student editors.  She also 
writes weekly for the 
newspaper and helps to 
manage its online affairs.
Originally starting as a 
writer in the summer of 
2015, she recently stepped 
up to the position of editor 
alongside student editor 
Billi Jo Hart.  Having 
previous experience with 
editing writers’ work for 
two fashion blogs, Powers 
felt comfortable filling the 
roll.
“I though it sounded like 
a great opportunity, so I 
took it,” she said.
As part of her Parkland 
studies, she is learning 
graphic and web design. 
This has allowed her to help 
maintain The Prospectus’ 
web page and oversee its 
social media presence.
She attended high 
school at Harry D. 
Jacobs in Algonquin, Ill., 
a 30,000-person town 
amongst the suburban 
sprawl of Chicago.  She 
described it as a typical 
suburban high school, 
but says it was unique 
in its proximity to both 
rural farmland and urban 
cityscape.
After high school 
came the U of I, where 
she earned her bachelor 
degree in communications. 
However, she said their 
program was lacking in that 
it taught the logistics of a 
communication campaign 
but left out the important 
technology applications 
involved with the field. 
This prevented her from 
getting the jobs she wanted, 
which required a high level 
of aptitude in computer 
design programs.
She came to Parkland to 
supplement her bachelor 
degree with a certificate in 
interactive media, which 
she described as a hybrid 
course between web 
design and graphic design. 
She intends to transfer to 
another school in the near 
future to complete the 
course.
In contrasting the U of I’s 
educational environment 
to Parkland’s, she said she 
favors the latter and has 
had a pleasant tenure at 
Parkland.
“It’s been a really nice 
change of pace for me,” 
she said.  “I’m actually 
really enjoying my classes 
a lot more than I ever did at 
the U of I.  I like what I’m 
studying now.”
Meet 
the PROSPECTUS 
Sarah Powers
Anne D’innocenzio 
AP Retail Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Toys 
are staging a comeback.
The U.S. toy industry is 
expected to have its strongest 
year in at least a decade 
after several years of kids 
choosing videogames and 
mobile apps over Barbie and 
stuffed bears.
Annual toy sales are 
projected to rise 6.2 percent 
to $19.9 billion in 2015, 
according to The NPD Group 
Inc., a market research firm 
that tracks about 80 percent 
of the U.S. toy market. That’s 
up from a 4 percent increase 
last year, and the biggest 
increase in at least 10 years 
since the group has tracked 
toys using its current system.
The increase factors in 
brisk sales during the final 
quarter of this year, when 
sales are expected to be up 
5 percent to $9.6 billion, a 
stronger pace than last year’s 
3.6 percent gain.
The growth is being fueled 
by increasing popularity 
of collectibles, toys based 
on Hollywood blockbuster 
films and better technology 
that allows toys to do things 
like talk back to children. 
It comes after sales slowed 
and sometimes declined in 
the past 10 years as children 
— much like their parents — 
became more enthralled with 
technology.
Now, toymakers are using 
chip technology, which is 
getting cheaper and more 
powerful, in toys. They’re 
also focusing on grabbing the 
attention of the long-ignored 
but increasingly influential 
preteen crowd.
“The selection is much 
greater than in the past,” said 
Jim Silver, editor-in-chief of 
TTPM, an online toy review 
site. “Technology is much 
better in the toy aisle, and 
it’s really inspiring young 
kids to play but also bringing 
older kids to things like radio 
control and role play items.”
What’s giving toys a boost?
HOLLYWOOD
Surging demand for all 
things “Frozen” helped the toy 
industry achieve a rare gain 
last year. Toys related to the 
blockbuster about a princess 
who sets off to find her 
sister with icy powers were 
popular. In fact, “Frozen” 
was the top toy brand last 
year, reaching $531 million in 
sales, according to NPD.
And the Hollywood 
infatuation is expected to 
continue with the release of 
the “Star Wars” movie on Dec. 
18: Hundreds of products, 
from puzzles to action figures 
related to “Star Wars,” are 
expected to exceed Frozen’s 
success.
Marty Brochstein, who’s 
with the International 
Licensing Industry 
Merchandisers Association, 
says the $199.99 LightSaber 
from Hasbro, which features 
motion sensor-controlled 
sound effects, already are 
on backorder. She says “Star 
Wars” appeals to both kids 
and adults.
“It’s multi-generational,” 
Brochstein says.
Hasbro, the nation’s second 
largest toy company, reported 
a jump in second-quarter 
profit last month, helped by 
toys related to “Star Wars.”
Hasbro has the major 
merchandising licensing 
rights to make Star Wars toys 
from now until 2020. It’s also 
teaming up with Walt Disney 
Co.’s consumer products 
division to make “Frozen” 
dolls in 2016. That deal froze 
out Mattel, which sells the 
dolls based on “Frozen” 
characters.
Toys R Us’ new CEO David 
Brandon says the retailer is 
placing big bets this holiday 
season on brands like “Star 
Wars” to help boost sluggish 
U.S. sales.
“It will be very interesting 
to see at the end of the holiday 
season where the growth 
comes from. And how much 
growth there is,” Brandon 
says.
BETTER TECHNOLOGY
Toy companies are pushing 
remote controlled cars 
and droids controlled by 
smartphones. And robotic 
creatures are becoming 
more life-like with voice 
recognition features.
Hasbro’s StarLily My 
Magical Unicorn, for 
example, responds to voice 
and touch with more than 
100 sound and motion 
combinations. Mattel, the 
nation’s largest toy company, 
also is hoping technology 
will help it reverse years of 
slumping sales.
“You want to make sure 
that you give them enough 
that they’re going to want to 
walk away from their iPads 
and phones,” said Mattel’s 
executive vice president 
Geoff Walker.
Mattel’s new Barbie 
features speech recognition 
and can have a two-way 
conversation with girls. And 
its Fisher-Price brand has 
“Smart Bear,” an interactive 
plush bear marketed as having 
the brains of a computer 
without the screen — and is 
linked to a smartphone app. 
Fisher-Price also is pushing a 
robotic dinosaur.
“The best thing about it is 
that it shoots from the front 
and it shoots from the back,” 
says Matthew Fic, a 6-year-
old who recently played with 
the toy.
TARGETING THE 
PRETEEN SET
The 8- to 12-year old group 
accounts for 22 percent of 
toy sales, according to NPD, 
but has been ignored because 
they’re the biggest users of 
mobile devices.
Now, toy makers believe 
they can keep older kids’ 
attention because features 
like voice recognition are 
more affordable.
For example, Spin Master’s 
Meccano Meccanoid G15 
allows kids to build and 
program their own personal 
four-foot-tall robot that 
records and plays back audio 
and it learns from them. It 
has more than 1,200 parts 
and features 64 megabytes of 
memory.
And Hasbro spiffed up 
its Nerf gun to cater to the 
14-plus crowd. Nerf Rival 
shoots balls 100 feet per 
second. Think paint ball 
meets Nerf.
Still, it could be a hard sell.
“It’s fun. But I don’t know 
how long I would play with 
this until I got bored.” said 
Jackson Roberts, 14, from 
Manhattan, referring to Nerf 
Rival. On Roberts’ holiday 
wish list: a 3-D printer and a 
droid that takes pictures.
Photo by Mark Lennihan | AP Photo
In this Sept. 29, 2015, photo, Sarah Cunningham, with 
Hasbro, demonstrates a Nerf Rebelle at the TTPM Holiday 
Showcase in New York. The U.S. toy industry is expected to 
have its strongest year in over a decade. 
Manuel Valdes 
Associated Press
SEATTLE (AP) — A piece 
of Seattle history is coming 
down — or rather, 1 million 
little pieces.
Crews are cleaning up the 
city’s famed “gum wall” near 
Pike Place Market, where 
tourists and locals have been 
sticking their used chewing 
gum for the past 20 years.
The wall is plastered with 
wads of gum in a kaleidoscope 
of colors, some stretched and 
pinched into messages, hearts 
and other designs. People 
also have used the gooey gobs 
to paste up pictures, business 
cards and other mementos.
On Tuesday, powerful 
steam cleaners were melting 
it all off.
Market officials decided 
now was as good a time as 
any to wipe clean the wall, but 
they expect people will start 
leaving gum on the space 
again soon.
“I just hope that the citizens 
of Seattle don’t hate me for 
removing the gum wall,” 
said Kelly Foster, general 
manager of Cascadian 
Building Maintenance, the 
contractor hired by Pike 
Place Market to take on the 
cleaning.
The market and contractor 
chose steam over pressure 
washing to conserve the 
historic market’s brick walls.
“It’s an icon. It’s history,” 
said onlooker Zoe Freeman, 
who works near Pike Place. 
“The market is famous for 
the gum wall. But it also 
draws rats.”
People first began sticking 
their gum to the wall while 
waiting for shows at the 
nearby Market Theater. 
Since then, the “gum wall” 
has expanded beyond one 
wall and onto other walls of 
an alley, pipes and even the 
theater’s box office window.
Crawford said the cleaning 
crew will collect and weigh 
the gum each day it is 
removed. The cleaning is 
expected to take three days.
By Crawford’s rough 
calculation, there are about 
2,200-hundred pounds of gum 
on the walls.
“We’ll find out at the end 
of the week how right my 
guesstimate really is,” she 
said.
Market officials hope to 
contain where people put 
their gum in the future but 
say they aren’t holding their 
breath.
Bubble yuck: Crews melt chewed gum off famed Seattle wall 
Photo by Ted S. Warren | AP Photo
The likeness of an American flag made from pieces of gum sticks to a wall at Seattle’s “gum 
wall” at Pike Place Market, Monday, Nov. 9, 2015. On Tuesday, a steam-cleaning process to 
remove all of the gum from the walls is scheduled to begin, the first full cleaning the quirky 
tourist attraction has received in 20 years. 
Photo courtesy of Eric 
Frahm | Contributor
Sarah Powers is a writer, 
designer and editor for 
The Prospectus. She is 
also a current Parkland 
student studying graphic 
and web design.
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Ken Thomas 
Associated Press
DERRY, N.H. (AP) — 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
outlined steps to improve 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs on Tuesday, casting 
herself as a protector against 
proposals to privatize the 
sprawling health care system 
for those who have served in 
the military.
In a pre-Veterans Day event, 
the Democratic presidential 
candidate said she would seek 
to improve veterans’ health 
care, modernize veterans’ 
benefits system and address 
an unwieldy bureaucracy 
that was exposed in a scandal 
involving chronic delays 
for those seeking medical 
care or to have their claims 
processed.
“These problems are 
serious, systemic and 
unacceptable. They need to 
be fixed,” Clinton said at a 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
hall. She added: “Privatization 
is a betrayal, plain and simple 
and I am not going to let it 
happen.”
Clinton’s town hall meeting 
included questions about 
how she might tackle the 
threat posed by Islamic State 
militants if she becomes 
commander in chief. Clinton 
said in response to a question 
that she does not currently 
support a declaration of war 
against the Islamic State 
given the diffuse nature of the 
group and the potential costs. 
“If you have a declaration of 
war you better have a budget 
that backs it up,” she said.
Her plan for veterans would 
seek fundamental changes 
to veterans’ health care to 
ensure access to high quality 
health care in a timely fashion 
and address the backlog 
in claims. She said within 
the first 30 days of taking 
office she would convene 
the defense secretary and 
VA secretary for regular 
meetings and there would be 
“zero tolerance” for abuses 
and delays within the system.
Her campaign has 
pointed to plans circulated 
by the conservative 
Concerned Veterans for 
America that would seek 
to privatize the Veterans 
Health Administration. But 
Republicans say she has 
overstated efforts to privatize 
veterans’ health care.
Responding to her 
proposals, GOP officials 
said Clinton was offering 
hypocrisy, noting that her plan 
would allow the government 
to contract with the private 
sector for certain services 
such as special inpatient 
or surgical procedures and 
access to mental health and 
substance abuse treatment 
when the VA couldn’t provide 
timely access to care.
“Her proposal today makes 
clear she is only attacking 
Republicans for political 
gain. The men and women 
who serve in our Armed 
Forces deserve better than 
the political gamesmanship 
in which Clinton is 
engaging,” said Jeff Bechdel, 
a spokesman for America 
Rising PAC.
Clinton was forced to 
backtrack last month after 
she said in an interview with 
MSNBC that the veterans’ 
health care scandal was not 
“as widespread” as suggested, 
and accused Republicans of 
politicizing the agency.
Republicans, led by Arizona 
Sen. John McCain, responded 
that Clinton had “a total lack 
of appreciation for the crisis 
facing veterans’ health care” 
and urged her to apologize. 
Phoenix was the epicenter 
of the wait-time scandal 
that led to the resignation 
of former VA Secretary 
Eric Shinseki and a new law 
overhauling the agency and 
authorizing billions in new 
spending.
Clinton pushes back against GOP 
on veterans’ health issues  
Photo by Jim Cole | AP Photo
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton acknowledges supporters after filing papers to be on the 
nation’s earliest presidential primary ballot, Monday, Nov. 9, 2015, in Concord, N.H.
Julie Pace
Julie Bykowicz 
Associated Press
MILWAUKEE (AP) — A 
smaller cast of candidates 
faces off Tuesday night in 
the Republicans’ fourth 
presidential debate, with 
mild-mannered Ben Carson 
pledging to push back 
aggressively if challenged on 
the veracity of his celebrated 
personal story. Florida Sen. 
Marco Rubio is expecting 
more confrontation, too, 
from rivals trying to block his 
momentum.
The debate, the last for the 
GOP until mid-December, 
could help shape the course of 
the campaign into the winter 
as voters begin to pay more 
attention to the White House 
race.
Billionaire Donald Trump 
has led the field for months, 
defying standard political 
logic, while experienced 
governors and senators have 
struggled to break through. 
Another outsider, Carson, the 
quiet retired neurosurgeon, 
began challenging Trump’s 
grip in recent weeks. As he’s 
risen in preference polls, 
however, Carson has faced a 
flurry of questions about his 
biography, which has been 
central to his connection with 
voters.
His campaign manager, 
Barry Bennett, said Carson 
is prepared to be far more 
aggressive in the prime-time 
debate and is “a lot more 
fired up” after facing days of 
questions about his past.
“He’s not going to attack 
anybody,” Bennett said. “But 
if somebody goes after him, 
they’re going to see a lot more 
‘back at ‘em’ than they ever 
saw before.”
While pieces of Carson’s 
background had been 
challenged earlier in the 
campaign, the questions 
ballooned last week after 
CNN reported it could not 
find friends or confidants 
to corroborate the story, 
told in his  widely read 
autobiography, of his 
unsuccessfully trying to stab 
a close friend when he was a 
teenager.
Later in the week, Politico 
examined Carson’s claim 
of having been offered a 
scholarship to attend the U.S. 
Military Academy, and The 
Wall Street Journal said it 
could not confirm anecdotes 
told by Carson about his high 
school and college years.
In a GOP primary where 
bashing the media is in 
vogue, Carson could come 
out ahead if the moderators 
of Tuesday’s debate on Fox 
Business Network are seen 
as unfairly piling on. Carson’s 
campaign was active in the 
effort to change how the 
party’s debates are run after 
several candidates expressed 
unhappiness with moderators 
from CNBC at an event two 
weeks ago.
Yet some Republicans say 
Carson must walk a fine line.
“Will viewers and voters see 
the unflappable surgeon they 
have been inclined to support 
or will a more combative 
Carson emerge?” said Matt 
Strawn, the former chairman 
of the Iowa Republican Party. 
“If the latter, his standing 
may well suffer if he appears 
to be yet another politician 
trying to out-outrage the 
others on stage.”
Trump previewed a 
potential line of attack at a 
rally in Springfield, Illinois, 
on the eve of the debate.
“With what’s going on with 
this election, I’ve never seen 
anything like it. People are 
getting away with murder,” 
Trump said. “If you try and 
hit your mother over the head 
with a hammer, your poll 
numbers go up. I never saw 
anything like it!”
Rubio will walk onto the 
stage with some momentum 
following a strong 
performance in the most 
recent debate. The senator 
is widely seen as among the 
most talented politicians in 
the GOP field, and his rise 
appears to have worried some 
of his rivals.
That’s especially true of 
Jeb Bush, the former Florida 
governor who is a friend 
and political mentor for 
Rubio. Bush struggled in his 
attempts to challenge Rubio 
in the last debate, though 
he’s continued to needle him 
in campaign appearances, 
and his well-funded super 
PAC has signaled plans to 
aggressively go after the 
senator in the coming weeks.
Trump has also stepped up 
his criticism of Rubio, calling 
him a “total lightweight” and a 
“highly overrated politician” 
in tweets sent late Monday 
night.
Rubio’s campaign tried to 
get ahead of some expected 
challenges in the debate by 
releasing two more years of 
charge card statements from 
his time as a state lawmaker. 
He has faced questions 
about his use of an American 
Express card issued by the 
Republican Party of Florida 
for some personal spending.
Also in the main debate 
Tuesday night is Ted 
Cruz, who is enjoying new 
momentum following a strong 
performance in the last 
contest, and businesswoman 
Carly Fiorina and Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich.
Missing from the lineup 
are New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie and former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee. Both 
were dropped from the top-
tier debate with low poll 
numbers in national surveys, 
sparking criticism for the 
way networks hosting the 
debates have determined 
participation.
Christie and Huckabee 
will instead appear in an 
undercard debate, along with 
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal 
and former Pennsylvania 
Sen. Rick Santorum.
“We’re not whiners and 
moaners and complainers 
in the Christie campaign,” 
Christie said on Fox News. 
“Give me a podium, give me 
a stage, put the camera on, 
we’ll be just fine.”
Smaller cast of Republican candidates to face off in debate
Photo by David Zalubowski | AP Photo
In this Oct. 29, 2015 file photo, Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson speaks 
in Lakewood, Colo. For some Republican presidential candidates, the party’s first three 
primary debates have been pivotal proving grounds that have strengthened their 
campaigns or shaken their supporters. The famously mild-mannered Carson has largely 
avoided making headlines in the widely watched televised events, often willing to cede the 
spotlight to more verbose rivals. Yet the retired neurosurgeon’s standing with voters in 
preference polls has only gotten better. 
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protesters considered 
laughably unacceptable. 
They were also frustrated 
by his response to black 
protesters who blocked his 
car during a homecoming 
parade. Wolfe did not get out 
and talk to them, and they 
were removed by police.
That followed a September 
incident in which the student 
government’s president, who 
is black, said people in a 
passing pickup truck shouted 
epithets at him. 
Early last month, 
members of a  black  student 
organization said slurs 
were hurled at them by an 
apparently drunken white 
student. Also, a swastika 
drawn in feces was found 
recently in a dormitory 
bathroom.
In announcing his 
resignation during a 
meeting of the system’s 
governing curators, Wolfe 
took “full responsibility for 
the frustration” students 
expressed and said their 
complaints were “clear” and 
“real.” Later in the day, Loftin 
said he was stepping down at 
the end of the year to lead 
research efforts.
Loftin was an earlier target 
of criticism over a plan to 
remove graduate student 
health care subsidies that 
was not disclosed until just 
days before the start of the 
fall semester. The proposal 
has since been rescinded.
The chancellor also hit 
resistance over a decision an 
end to university contracts 
with a Planned Parenthood 
clinic — a move some called 
capitulation to conservative 
state lawmakers.
Protest organizer Shelbey 
Parnell told reporters: “We 
need an educator where an 
educator is supposed to be.”
Protesters said they were 
not fi nished. Parnell and 
other members of the group 
Concerned Student 1950 
planned to push Missouri 
Gov. Jay Nixon, the university 
system’s governing board 
and the Columbia campus 
faculty council for more 
changes. 
Among other things, 
they want a say in Wolfe’s 
to get around,” Spading said.  
“Growing up, people just 
didn’t have wheelchairs so 
he began building them. He 
makes all kinds of specialized 
chairs, from the simple to 
the complex.   He takes in 
used wheelchairs and parts 
them out and often builds his 
own parts as well. He began 
a program for students who 
have physical and/or mental 
challenges and they come to 
the building to learn skills 
and help in any way they 
can.”
Spading has seen great 
improvements in the 
Ecuadorian Health Care 
System since she fi rst 
visited the country in 
2009. In recent years, the 
government has invested 
money in the “modernizing 
and expanding” medical 
facilities in Quito.
“The Emergency Room 
has more room and there are 
more beds available so you 
don’t see the overcrowding 
there [anymore].   Everyone 
has access to health care 
at the public facilities.   
The private hospitals are 
extremely affordable,” 
Spading explained. 
Long-term health care 
facilities, such as nursing 
homes, are still rare. 
Generally, medicinal care 
costs much less. Spading 
believes this is because 
more people are becoming 
mindful of what they use and 
don’t waste as much. 
University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign 
professor Sara McLafferty, 
who teaches a course on the 
geography of gealth care, 
believes that in rural Ecuador 
like in many other low to 
middle-income countries, 
there is a. lack of healthcare 
providers. 
“In rural areas, people 
have diffi culty reaching 
health facilities due to 
long travel distances and 
limited supply of healthcare 
services,” McLafferty 
explained.  “These barriers 
are especially important 
for impoverished rural 
populations who don’t have 
the money and transportation 
to obtain care.”   
Amy Workman, a former 
Parkland student who is 
now a neo-natal nurse at 
Carle Hospital, noticed this 
urban/rural divide in terms 
of healthcare providers. 
Workman told the story of 
a 12-year-old boy that was 
kicked in a face by a bull. 
According to Spading, his 
nose was broken and he had 
other many other injuries. 
The boy had to walk seven 
hours with a family member 
in order to fi nd a hospital. 
Workman explained that 
in some villages in the 
rainforest the only local 
health care is “natural” 
treatments and/or shamans.
 “[The village] had never 
had outsiders come to care 
for them.  It was fun to watch 
them as we went about our 
business.  Most of them under 
5 foot 5 inches and all but one 
of the women in our group 
was 5 foot 7 inches or more,” 
Workman refl ected.  “They 
looked up at us and laughed.  
We could see them talking 
to each other and motioning 
about our height. Those 
people were characters. The 
joy they had when they saw 
us was just something that 
can’t be explained.” 
Workman believes that the 
trip to Ecuador taught her to 
appreciate her life.
“You don’t really know 
how lucky you have it until 
you see those who truly don’t 
have much and are grateful 
for everything.  They live the 
only life they know how and 
appreciate everything they 
get,” Workman said.  “It’s 
good to love what you have 
and be content with who 
you are in the place you are 
right now.  Everything could 
always be worse.”
here, it was always my 
intention to make the radio 
station available to other 
departments,” Geiken said. 
“We have resources to allow 
different departments to do 
stuff; making promos for 
their events and stuff like 
that. We also promote the 
planetarium, we promote the 
theater, some of the student 
clubs are now using us to 
promote their events and 
special goings on, things like 
that. Really, I just wanted to 
kind of have the door open 
and let the radio station be a 
voice for Parkland.”
Geiken explained that a 
lot of students might not 
be aware of the resources 
available to them on campus. 
“There is kind of disconnect 
between the resources that 
Parkland has for students 
and what they know about,” 
Geiken said. “Sometimes a 
student gets so focused on 
their educational path in 
college that they forget that 
there’s other things available 
to them.” 
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FICTION: Light and the force of 
gravity move at the same speed 
and take 492 seconds, or 8.2 
minutes, to reach Earth from the 
sun.
Fact or Fiction
Sponsored by
Show current ID and receive $10 off  
application fee at Westgate Apartments
1600 W. Bradley Ave. Champaign, IL
Open M-F 9am - 5:30pm, Sat. 10am - 4pm
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ECUADOR
successor, an emphasis on 
shared governance, more 
inclusivity for minority 
students and more black 
faculty.
Some change already is 
afoot. At Loftin’s request, 
the school announced plans 
to offer diversity training to 
all new students starting in 
January, as well as faculty 
and staff. The governing 
board said an interim system 
president would be named 
soon, and board members 
vowed Monday to work 
toward a “culture of respect.”
On Tuesday, the university 
provost announced that 
Chuck Henson will serve 
as interim vice chancellor 
for inclusion, diversity and 
equity, a new role. Henson is 
associate dean for academic 
affairs and trial practice at 
the law school.
The governing board also 
promised a full review of 
other policies, more support 
for victims of discrimination 
and a more diverse faculty.
But Brown, the former 
student who now lives in 
St. Louis, said she remains 
skeptical, given the school’s 
history with race relations.
“The question is, where do 
we go from here?” she said.
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Classifieds
YOUR AD HERE
Place your classified here for only $5 per week. 
Ads must be less than three lines or 30 words. 
Contact our ad department today! 
217-351-2206 
prospectusads@parkland.edu
Crossword 
(solve for the answers below)
Last week’s answers
Woman seeking female roommate
• Non-Smoker.
• 2nd floor apartment in a quiet, safe, neighborhood in south 
central Champaign.
• On MTD Routes (Yellow & Brown)
• Free Parking
 Financial Arrangements Negotiable. 
Contact Jennifer:  217-621-4851
Method: Solve the clues and fit them where they will go.
 
A Wayward maid›s about to show respect (6)
B They train British thatchers (8)
C Pass, say, obtained in Latin and English here? (7)
D Owner of several sides to make top of Division One cared madly about Hearts 
(12)
E More than one writer has first attempts put out (9)
F Digitally controlled part of recorder (10)
G Vine producer has no right to create imaginary commodity (8)
H Warm greeting by monarch enjoying more of Erica›s presence (8)
I Doctor takes on 10 cases, sadly without a prayer (12)
J Project requires electronic fibre (4)
K State, one without a river? Yes and no (6)
L Conceals criminality of capital city ruled by shysters, chiefly (8)
M He acquires fine porcelain (British) that can be put in the dishwasher (10); We 
hear Scotsman’s needing a bit of Irish skirt (4)
N Gent›s ready to broadcast record in New York – this deals with his nerves? 
(14)
O Being given holy orders, could be nominated Rector (10)
P Knight reveals boy›s hurting? (7)
Q Tom›s heard of African shrubs (4)
R Midshipman›s jacket (6); Just left home immediately? (5,4)
S Thorny problem: is one to go on without children? (7)
T And here he is giving lecture about Dickens! (4,2,3,5)
U By general consent a European flier has time off (3,4)
V Check pins knight in opening (4)
W Dai pines after Welsh valley (4)
X Wood-cutting axes old doctor packed in car (10)
Y Philosophic principle from region of Chinese river? (4)
Z Figure of speech involving God detailed by German scholar (6)
Reproduced with permission. Please visit www.SecurityCartoon.com for more material.
Are you a cartoonist? 
We’re always accepting new 
and original work. Grab an 
application from Student Life, 
located in the Student Union 
Building, or email prospectus@
parkland.edu for more 
information!
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Zach Trueblood
Staff Writer
A new recreational activity 
has been   sweeping the 
country. “Escape-rooms” 
have grown very popular, 
with many variations 
throughout the US. The 
Champaign-Urbana area 
now has its own escape room 
challenge named Champaign-
Urbana Adventures in Time 
and Space.
“We wanted to design an 
experience for people to do a 
number of random activities. 
It’s kind of like theatre without 
the actors,” C-U Adventures 
in Time and Space co-owner 
Chris Lukeman stated. 
The escape room concept 
started in the US and there 
are about 400 across the 
country with more and more 
popping up every week. The 
basis for an escape room is for 
your team to solve a series of 
puzzles in order to complete 
an objective or escape the 
room.
C-U Adventures in Time 
and Space boasts a multiple 
room challenge for those 
interested. The objective and 
the challenge itself have a bit 
of an Indiana Jones theme to 
them. Teams of two to eight 
have 60 minutes to complete 
the game.
“My wife Anne and I 
are co-owners. We started 
designing the puzzles for the 
game about a year ago and 
were able to open in mid-
October,” Lukeman said. 
The Lukemans are UIUC 
graduates. They both share 
a background in narrative 
filmmaking and production. 
Their love for sci-fi and 
storytelling is present in 
their escape room challenge. 
Lukeman felt this to be a great 
fit for the area and really 
played to their strengths with 
storytelling and production.
The escape-room buzz has 
made its way to Parkland 
as well. The Student 
Government presented 
the idea for a competition 
amongst various clubs and 
organizations after President 
Cedric Jones brought the idea 
to the table. 
“The idea kind of came 
about when I was looking 
for different ways to ignite 
students and different clubs 
and organizations. We came 
across the escape room idea, 
which is a very popular 
activity across the country,” 
Jones said.
Jones studies history 
education and is serving 
his first term as student 
government president. He is 
constantly looking for new 
and exciting activities to get 
students involved. Thinking 
outside of the box is one of his 
prominent traits. 
The thinking outside the 
box mentality goes hand in 
hand with the aspects of an 
escape room. At its core, the 
game is really a team building 
exercise. 
The C-U Adventures in 
Time and Space’s website 
says that it can easily be 
either a corporate team 
building exercise or just a fun 
night out. 
These   aspects are 
what drew Jones and the 
other student government 
members to create a 
competition utilizing the 
escape room concept. Clubs 
and organizations interested 
in participating will compare 
their completion times against 
each other in a friendly 
competition. The team with 
the quickest completion 
time will gain their club or 
organization a prize. 
“The fun is really in the 
teamwork and it’s a really 
good bonding activity. I think 
it’s really great for us to have 
that in the beginning of the 
semester so that groups that 
are just starting up or have 
been established for a while 
can really bond and get to 
know each other to have a 
more productive year,” Jones 
said.
It’s not just students that 
are taking up this challenge 
though. A team consisting of 
student services directors 
has been assembled and they 
will be tackling the game as 
well. 
This team consists of 
Mike Behrens, director of 
assessment, Bill Colbrook, 
director of public safety, 
Mary Catherine Denmark, 
director of TRiO, Rod 
Lovett, director of athletics, 
Julie Marlatt, director of 
enrollment management, 
Cathy Robinson, director 
of disability services, Mike 
Trame, interim vice president 
of student services and Tim 
Wendt, director of enrollment 
services.
You don’t have to be part 
of a club or organization to 
take on the challenging game 
presented by C-U Adventures 
in Time and Space. You just 
need a team of two to eight, 
but teams with more people 
are advised. 
The business is located 
at 123 West Main Street, 
Suite 104 in Urbana. They 
can be contacted at 217-898-
7158 or via email at info@
cuadventures.com. Visit their 
website for more information 
at cuadventures.com. 
“It’s a really neat experience. 
We wanted to provide a great 
show of solidarity with the 
students and it’s support 
for teambuilding as well,” 
Trame said. “It’s great for 
students dealing with a club 
or organization, coming from 
different disciplines and 
schedules. It gives  you  a  great 
opportunity to have fun, gain 
insights, and hopefully make 
the organization stronger.”
Escape room challenge 
sparks friendly competition
Photo courtesy of Chris Lukeman | C-U Adventure in Time and Space
(Left to right) Zonghui Li, Sarah Powers, Scott Barnes, Adam Vilmin, Billi Jo Hart, Zach 
Trueblood, Sierra Benson and Matthew Moss stand with their totem after completing the 
game with eight minutes to spare. 
Sierra Benson
Staff Writer
Parkland’s rendition of 
“Noises Off!”, a farce written 
by Michael Frayn, will debut 
in the Harold and Jean Miner 
Theatre on Nov. 12. Christine 
Sevec-Johnson directs a cast 
of actors and actresses not 
just from Parkland, but the 
local community as well.  The 
play features Malia Andrus, 
Tafadzwa Diener, Warren 
Garver, Jace Jamison, Leon 
Likao, Lincoln Machula, 
Evan Seggebruch, Jamie 
Simmering and Chell Tyler. 
Essentially, “Noises Off!” is 
a play within a play. It is a show 
that demonstrates how hectic 
circumstances could arise 
backstage while performing 
a play. Also, it implies that 
no two viewings of a play are 
ever identical. The setting 
takes place in England and 
the play the actors are trying 
to perform is a comedy called 
“Nothing On.”
 “It’s been called one of the 
greatest farces ever written. 
It’s a very ambitious play… 
It’s definitely a crowd pleaser,” 
said Dallas Street, theater 
marketing and business 
manager.
There is a history and 
background with this 
particular play that the 
average viewer may not know 
about. In fact, Parkland has 
done this exact play before, 
in 1993. The majority of 
currently enrolled students 
were either infants or not even 
born
“It’s a very physical show. 
Lots of door slamming, lots of 
falling down, running up and 
down stairs,” Street said about 
what guests can expect to see. 
“There are a lot of misplaced 
props so you watch them try 
to improvise their way out of 
these situations,” 
Sam Reuter, a lighting design 
major who worked on the 
show, explained that the entire 
set revolves. In other words, 
a single person can change 
the back backdrop from one 
scene into another just by 
turning it in a semi-circular 
motion. One side is used as 
the backdrop for the “Nothing 
On” play and the other side 
resembles the backstage. 
Also, the backstage scenes 
are lit blue and everyone talks 
a bit quieter, but not too quiet 
for the audience. Everyone 
in the play is at each other’s 
throats trying to sabotage one 
another.
Because the play is set in 
England, speaking in British 
accents was an interesting 
challenge for the actors. 
 “You notice it’s there, I’ve 
never been to England so I 
don’t know if it’s accurate or 
not, but it sounds good to me. 
It’s not unpleasant to listen to. 
It’s very low-key, very subtle,” 
Reuter said. 
Reuter commented that 
despite having been involved 
with the play, he still found it 
incredibly fun to watch.
“I was able to watch the 
whole show… For some 
reason there was so much 
energy, and everything just 
clicked together, and it was 
hilarious! Even though I was 
already familiar with some of 
the jokes it was amazing. I’m 
really looking forward to the 
show opening night.”
Reservations can be made 
online at www.parkland.edu/
theatre or by calling 217/351-
2528.
Parkland Theatre’s ‘Noises Off!’ extremely funny
SPORTS
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Parkland volleyball advances to regional ﬁ nal 
Jacob Kenter
Staff  Writer
The Parkland College Cobras 
volleyball team advanced to the 
regional fi nal after a four set 
victory over Rend Lake College 
in their fi nal home game of the 
season.  The Cobras seemed to be 
a little off in the beginning of their 
game.
“We were defi nitely the heavy 
favorite so we had to keep an 
emotional commitment to each 
other and to the match and we 
didn’t do a very good job of that 
tonight,” said head coach Cliff 
Hastings. 
Even with the early struggle the 
team seemed to rally around the 
electric feel in the gym to take the 
fi rst set by a wide margin of 25 to 
nine.  Hastings thought that for the 
team to be successful they were 
going to have to serve and receive 
serves well.
“Once we got that mindset that we 
can’t just go through the motions it 
was easier for us to win,” said Sofi  
Kelemete, freshman middle hitter. 
Once the Cobras regrouped things 
started to go their way as they won 
the second set 25-16.
It looked at this point as if it was 
going to be a straight set victory 
for the Cobras in their fi nal home 
game of the year, but Rend Lake 
refused to go quietly as they rallied 
to take the third set 17-25. The 
Cobras then went on to take the 
fourth set. 
“I feel like the fi rst two sets and 
the last set were strong to fi nish, 
but not really to start off with and 
the third set wasn’t our best, but we 
have to work on it,” said Virtuous 
Thomas, a freshman Libero, about 
the team’s overall performance on 
the night.  
Thomas also said that during 
practice they do drills to work on 
communication and trusting each 
other. One such drill is where they 
must set the ball around the court 
with their eyes closed listening to 
their teammates directing them.
Most of the Cobra’s problems 
that night were on the mental game 
as opposed to the physical side of 
things; Hastings remarked that the 
team didn’t keep their focus very 
well. 
Despite these setbacks, he was 
not concerned because they have 
performed very well against good 
competition this season. 
The biggest challenge for the 
Cobras from here on out might 
well be fi ghting complacency to 
stay focused. 
Thomas said that to stay focused, 
they start each match with their 
fi red up cheer and then try to play 
their game instead of trying to 
match the other side.
With the win on Wednesday 
night the Cobras have extended 
the historic winning streak as they 
improve to 52-0 on the season, 
which has left many fans with high 
expectation for the fi nal stretch 
run through the NJCAA national 
tournament.
The Parkland College Cobras 
played again on Nov. 7 against 
Lewis and Clark, where they won 
3-0 and advanced to the national 
tournament for the eight year 
in a row. The NJCAA National 
Tournament is held in Phoenix, AZ 
on Nov. 19-21. 
They will be looking to bring 
home the fi rst championship since 
1999 to Parkland College.
To see a full schedule, please visit 
parkland.edu/athletics/volleyball.
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Several athletes on Parkland’s 
volleyball team huddle during 
a game on Nov. 4, 2015.  The 
Cobras are ranked number one 
in the NJCAA.
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Being a coach of over 40 
student athletes at Parkland, 
Head Coach Dave Garcia is 
put in charge of some unique 
situations. The athletics come 
a little more naturally, as 
Garcia was an Independent 
League outfi elder, as well as 
a former Parkland player. 
Dealing with the different 
academic goals of that 
number of students, though, 
has come with its own set of 
rewards and challenges.
To help with this large 
responsibility, Garcia has 
tasked his assistant coach, 
Jon Drahos, with assessing 
the students’ academic 
performance and helping run 
the team study tables.
“We assess every 
sophomore differently, 
and give every freshman a 
general academic goal that 
we want them to all to be 
meeting. The freshmen and 
the guys who need the help 
studying also have to do four 
hours of study tables with 
coach Drahos, on top of the 
hours we have them doing in 
D120 [Center for Academic 
Success],” Garcia said.
“I’ve been doing the study 
tables for years,” Drahos 
said. “I don’t think that there’s 
been a program I’ve been at 
that I haven’t implemented 
them. They’re very effective 
at helping me help the guys 
who haven’t had someone 
getting them into good study 
habits.”
Garcia also understands 
that his players will have 
diffi culty adjusting to the time 
commitment that a collegiate 
baseball career entails. 
“Mandatory study hours 
give them structure. We 
know what its like to live with 
your buddies and teammates, 
and it’s hard to get into an 
environment that’s quiet and 
gives you a good place for 
studying. A lot of these guys 
tell us that without the hours, 
they don’t feel like they would 
be getting their work done or 
doing as well in school as they 
are,” Garcia said.
Pitcher Connor Gross 
explained that once the season 
gets going, it can be very hard 
to fi nd time to study because 
athletes are often tired from 
games and practices.
“The study hours help keep 
you up so when the season is 
over and you actually want to 
start doing your homework, 
you’re not way behind,” 
Gross said.
The players also take on 
the role of helping keep 
academics on track. Garcia 
explained that it’s tough 
losing a player because of 
something like academic 
ineligibility, so everybody 
pitches in to make sure these 
athletes are able to play. 
“Having guys on the team 
going through the same 
classes helps out, because 
we’re getting through the 
material together. It helps 
having someone going 
through the time crunch 
with you,” Pitcher Kody 
Silverthorn said.
Garcia and Drahos believe 
that the time put into getting 
the players academically 
successful now, is most 
rewarded further down in 
their collegiate careers.
“Most of the guys now, are 
just worried about getting 
their grades up so they can 
play and then move on to 
a four year university. I 
know for myself, I started at 
Parkland and it wasn’t until 
I got to Northern [Illinois 
University] that I saw myself 
and the other guys start 
taking a look at what happens 
after baseball. Then you see 
guys start doing night classes, 
online classes. Without them 
starting here and getting the 
time management skills, I 
think they wouldn’t have been 
so successful, or even thought 
of those options to fi nish their 
degrees.,” Garcia said.
“I know when I started, 
I hated online classes,” 
Drahos said. “It wasn’t until I 
realized that I could get all of 
my work done on my time in 
the morning and not have to 
schedule around a four hour 
night course, that I realized 
they were a blessing for 
baseball players. They take a 
lot of self-discipline though, 
and that’s why we focus on 
getting time management 
into the players. We’re trying 
to get them to realize that you 
have time for what you make 
time.”
Parkland baseball puts priority on education
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Cobra athletes Kody Silverthorn, Mitch Mituszewski, Connor Gross and Connor Gremer 
study in D120 on Thursday, Oct. 29, 2015. Team study tables are mandatory for Parkland 
athletes to ensure everyone keeps up with schoolwork and is eligible to compete.
